
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AUSTIN, TEXAS

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Regional Directors 
Directors, Local Health Departments
Directors, Independent WIC Projects

FROM: Deborah Brookshire, Director
WIC Vendor Operations Division 

DATE: May 1, 2003

SUBJECT: Grocery Store Evaluations

This is a reminder that the new Texas Administrative Code, Rule 31.32 (Selection of Vendors for
WIC Initial Authorization for Participation) regarding grocer evaluations, was amended effective
April 1, 2002.  A packet of information is included for your use.   Attached you will find the
following items:

• Current food voucher maximums
• An example of a properly filled out store evaluation
• Guidelines for Vendor evaluations
• An example of a request for store evaluation
• An example of a properly filled out price list

     At the present time, the State Agency is in the process of updating the current vendor evaluation
form.  Until the form is revised and mailed to your office, the current form that is used for store
evaluations is dated September 2002.  Please forward a copy of this information to your staff at
the clinics who are responsible for processing new store evaluations and the reevaluating of
food vendors.
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{original signed}
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Food Voucher Maximums

Milk 1 ½ gallons of milk 6.00  
Evaporated milk 12 oz. Can               .90
Cheese 2 pounds total 8.00
Beans 1 pound   1.00
Eggs 1 dozen 1.50
Peanut Butter 18 oz. Jar 3.75
Tuna 6 oz. Can 1.00
Carrots 2 lb bags or 2- 14/16 oz cans 1.30
Frozen juice 12 oz. Cans 1.80
Canned juice 46 oz. Cans 1.80
Adult cereals any authorized

Voucher max for 36 oz. is 8.00

Lactaid or Dairy Ease 1 quart 2.00

Enfamil powder 16 oz. Can            15.73
Enfamil concentrate 13 oz can  4.09
Enfamil RTU 32 Oz. Can  6.25

Enfamil Lipil powder 12.9 can            14.72
Enfamil Lipil concentrate 13 oz can  4.75
Enfamil Lipil RTU 32 oz can  7.35

Lacto Free powder 14 oz. Can            14.25
Lacto Free concentrate 13 oz. Can  4.12
Lacto Free RTU 32 oz. Can  6.28

Prosobee powder 14 oz. Can            15.40
Prosobee concentrate 13 oz. Can  4.48
Prosobee RTU 32 oz. Can  6.77

Gerber infant cereal 8 oz. Box  1.55
Gerber infant cereal           16 oz.  Box  3.10

Nonfat dry powdered            9.6 oz. Box 3.00
milk            25.6 oz. Box 6.00

          64.0 oz. Box           15.00

Similac with Iron powder 14.1 oz.  Can           14.65
Similac with Iron 13 oz. Can 4.10
Similac with Iron 32 oz. Can 7.42

Isomil powder 14 oz. Can           15.23
Isomil concentrate 13 oz. Can 4.45
Isomil RTU 32 oz. Can 7.98







Guidelines for Vendor Evaluations
for Local Agencies

If the grocery store has a new owner(s), the actual change of ownership must have occurred
and the new owner=s price list must have been submitted for approval and the new pricing
be in place prior to an evaluation being completed.  This may eliminate the need for a
disapproval letter being issued and an additional store visit/evaluation being completed by
the local agency staff.

Texas Administrative Code (TAC Rule 31.32) now requires all current and prospective
vendors to have and submit a copy of their current retail food operation or food
manufacturer=s permit from the city, county or State health authority.  The permit must be
issued in the name of the current owner and a copy submitted  to the State Agency prior to
a Vendor Agreement being issued for the store/outlet.

An applicant vendor=s evaluation form must be completed in accordance with Texas
Administrative Code, Rule 31.32 and shall be reviewed for competitive prices for the local
agency (LA) area.  Other retailer requirements include stocking sufficient quantities of at
least one type of authorized milk, evaporated milk, cheese, cereal, contract infant formula,
contract infant cereal, eggs, peanut butter, and dried beans; providing milk in gallon and
half gallon containers; providing juice in 46 ounce fluid or 12 ounce frozen containers; not
having shelf prices that exceed the maximum prices on the WIC food instruments; and
gaining the LA’s recommendation for approval.   

The stocking requirements per Texas Administrative Code (TAC Rule 31.32) mandate
stocking sufficient food items from each authorized WIC food so that a recipient can
redeem food instruments for three woman/child food packages in the quantities authorized. 
At a minimum, the following authorized WIC foods/quantities shall be stocked:

Adult cereal: total of at least 108 ounces, including 36 ounces each of at least three of  
           the following types of cereal: oat, corn, wheat, rice, and multi-grain.

Current multi-grain cereals are: Grape Nut Flakes, Grape Nuts, King               
                        Vitamin, Kix, Life, Multibran Chex and Toasted Oat Squares 

Eggs: at least six dozen Grade A or AA large, medium, or small
Juice: total of at least 18 containers, including at least two varieties of juice in 46

ounce cans and/or 12 ounce frozen cans.
Cheese: total of at least six pounds.
Milk:  total of at least 9 gallons, some of which must be in one-half gallon

containers.
Dry beans: at least three one lb. packages.
Peanut butter: at least three 18-oz. jars.
Evaporated milk: at least eight 12-oz. cans.
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If the vendor chooses to provide foods for infants, at least the following shall be stocked:
Contract infant formula: 31 cans of milk or soy concentrate AND either eight 
cans of milk-based or nine cans of soy powder
Infant cereal: at least two 8 oz. boxes or one 16-oz. box

The price of a food item cannot exceed the maximum price for the quantity authorized on
the respective food instrument. 

Some common examples of items that are omitted on store evaluations or errors found are
as follows:

! Recording information on outdated forms
! Store evaluation completed prior to change of ownership
! A recommendation concerning approval is not indicated or a reason

for a disapproval is not given
! If there are more than one brand of peanut butter and beans, not

listing brand and pricing
! Prospective vendor is told that they are now authorized to accept WIC

food vouchers
! Page 2 of the evaluation form is not complete

        



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

AUSTIN,  TEXAS 
INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Name, WIC Director 
  Agency Name 
  WIC Local Agency #xx 
 
FROM: Deborah W. Brookshire, M.B.A., Director 
  WIC Vendor Operations Division 
  Bureau of Nutrition Services 
 
DATE: Date 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Evaluation of Vendor for WIC Authorization 
 
 
We have received a request from a store in your area to become a Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) authorized vendor.  We would 
appreciate it if you would evaluate the store listed below at your earliest convenience. 
 
 Store Name:    xxx 
 Address:   xxx 
 City, State, Zip:  xxx 
 Phone:    xxx 
 Contact Person:  xxx 
 
Please complete only the top section of page one, and all of page two of the attached Evaluation 
Form (WIC-18).  On page one, please fill in the store name, facility type (i.e., chain store, etc.), 
street address, new or re-evaluation, city, zip code, phone number, name of the owner or 
manager, and the number of checkout lanes.  Please complete all of page two. 
 
We have attached a copy of the Price List that the applicant store has completed for you to use to 
verify shelf prices when you perform the on-site store evaluation.  If you find any discrepancies 
in the pricing or the stock, please make the necessary changes and initial by the changes. 
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Mona Russell at 1-800-252-9629. 
 
Attached: WIC-18 
  Price List 




